Swift's CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES.   [A.D. 1768.
him with little respect as an authour1. Some of us endeavoured to support the Dean of St. Patrick's by various arguments. One in particular praised his Condiict of the Allies. JOHNSON. ' Sir, his Conduct of the Allies is a performance of very little ability.' ' Surely, Sir, (said Dr. Douglas,) you must allow it has strong facts2/ JOHNSON. ' Why yes, Sir; but what is that to the merit of the composition? In the Sessions-paper of the Old Bailey there are strong facts. Housebreaking is a strong fact; robbery is a strong fact; and murder is a mighty strong fact; but is great praise due to the historian of those strong facts? No, Sir. Swift has told what he had to tell distinctly enough, but that is all. He had to count ten, and he has counted it right V Then recollecting that Mr. Davies, by acting as an informer, had been the occasion of his talking somewhat too harshly to his friend4 Dr. Percy, for which, probably, when the first ebullition was over, he felt some compunction, he took an opportunity to give him a hit; so added, with a preparatory
1 See ante, July 26,1763.
3 My respectable friend, upon reading this passage, observed, that, he probably must have said not simply, 'strong facts,' but 'strong facts well arranged.' His lordship, however, knows too well the value of written documents to insist on setting his recollection against my notes taken at the time. He does not attempt to traverse the record. The fact, perhaps, may have been, either that the additional words escaped me in the noise of a numerous company, or that Dr. Johnson, from his impetuosity, and eagerness to seize an opportunity to make a lively retort, did not allow Dr. Douglas to finish his sentence. Bos-
WELL.
3  'It is boasted that between November [1712] and January,eleven thousand [of The Conduct of the Allies} were sold. . . . Yet, surely whoever surveys this wonder-working pamphlet with cool perusal, will confess that its efficacy was supplied by the passions of its readers ; that it operates by the mere weight of facts, with very little assistance from the hand that produced them.'   Johnson's Works, viii. 203.
4  ' Every great man, of whatever kind be his greatness, has among his friends those who officiously or insidiously quicken his attention to offences, heighten his disgust, and stimulate his resentment.'   Id. viii. 266.
laugh,.-crs's Table-Talk, p, 211, there is a curious ueeount of him,
